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MESSAGE FROM THE ADVISORY COUNCIL  

A World in Transition: From Metacrisis to the Largest Mobilisation in Human History 

The world stands at a historic inflection point. A convergence of geopolitical conflict, 

environmental degradation, technological disruption, and democratic backsliding has created 

an age of disorder. Trust in institutions has eroded, multilateral effectiveness has been 

undermined, and the global system strains under the weight of multiple interconnected crises. 

We face what has rightly been termed a polycrisis, a collision of risks that multiply and reinforce 

each other, generating volatility and uncertainty on a scale unseen in generations. 

These changes are explained in large measure by the success of our collective civilisation and 

its failures but more fundamentally by the civilisational shift we are now in the midst of, the 

transition from the Industrial to the Information Age. Just as the Agricultural and Industrial 

Revolutions redefined how societies produced value and exercised power, today’s transition is 

unravelling the old order and replacing it with a new one. This transition is faster, deeper, and 

more disruptive than its predecessors, propelled by far reaching and life changing technologies 

such as artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and digital networks. In addition, this transition is 

unfolding amid profound inequality and political fragmentation, threatening to destabilise 

existing systems and the societies that rely on them before new systems have been established. 

The consequences are stark. More than 700 million people still live in extreme poverty, and an 

estimated 150-160m live in poverty in advanced economies. Over 2.2 billion lack safe drinking 

water. Climate change is accelerating toward catastrophic thresholds, with total CO₂ emissions 

projected to hit 41.6 billion tonnes in 2024. Despite US$2 trillion invested in clean energy last 

year, finance for adapting to these changes remains below one-tenth of assessed need, leaving 

vulnerable communities exposed. At the same time, wealth is concentrating at extraordinary 

levels with the top 1% captured 38% of global wealth growth since the mid-1990s, while the 

bottom half received just 2%. 

The challenge before us is therefore twofold and inseparable: to level up development while 

safeguarding the planet. Without development, communities remain defenceless in the face of 

shocks. Without environmental protection, development itself collapses. The Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement sought to unify these agendas, yet 

progress has faltered. Less than 20% of SDG targets are on track to be met by 2030, and the 

world is heading toward 2.7-3.0°C warming by the end of this century. This failure is not due to 

a lack of resources or solutions. Humanity has never been richer, more educated, or more 

technologically capable. Global GDP reached US$114 trillion in 2024, while total wealth now 

approaches US$700 trillion, of which nearly US$500 trillion is liquid. The barrier is not scarcity 

but design; capital is managed to mandates, regulations, and risk parameters that do not lend 

themselves to addressing many pressing global issues. 

A different path is possible. That is a path in which we deliberately manage this civilizational 

transition to the Information Age in a way that spreads opportunity, secures the planet, and 



Capital as a Force for Good 2025 

 

 viii 

renews trust in governance. To do so requires the largest mobilisation of capital, policy, and 

human ingenuity in history. 

The cornerstone of this effort is presented in this interim report (the final to be presented for 

COP30), the World Investment Plan, a blueprint to create an investment boom that translates 

global needs into investible opportunities. Its scope is unprecedented calling for the 

mobilization of over US$110 trillion across ten priority themes including climate mitigation and 

adaptation, infrastructure, AI-enabled connectivity, healthcare, education, housing, food 

systems, biodiversity, and financial inclusion. This plan is not about charity; it is about 

investment in the very assets that will secure humanity’s future and generate enduring returns. 

At roughly 8% of global output spread over the next decade, it is within reach if governments, 

markets, and institutions align. 

Realising this ambition requires more than funding; it demands systems of enterprise capable 

of turning needs into opportunities. Rule of law, transparent governance, access to finance, 

human capital, and scalable solutions are essential. Countries and enterprises that create these 

conditions will unlock new markets, attract investment, and deliver a “big bang” of sustainable 

growth. History shows us that when barriers fall, risks are reduced, and opportunities are clear, 

capital flows at scale. The European Union was born from such an endeavour, levelling up 

poorer countries to create one of the biggest single markets in the world. A version of that is 

now required globally. 

Governments must provide the frameworks that create markets and allow private enterprise to 

deploy solutions and take risks, NGOs to provide the social reach, and individuals the agency as 

citizens, consumers, and leaders, and enable financiers to unlock capital to flow everywhere it 

can deliver returns for risk. Each has a role to play, but the responsibility is collective. The 

transition ahead cannot be managed piecemeal. It must be pursued as a coordinated planetary 

endeavour. 

The current path of the transition is a highly risky one; the current path leads to war, predatory 

behaviour, negative rivalry, deepening inequality, resource conflict, and environmental collapse. 

Investing to create the best transition can address every major global issue, create abundance, 

and build planetary resilience. The current path accepts scarcity as inevitable; the second 

recognises that humanity’s ingenuity, when harnessed inclusively, makes abundance achievable. 

The task before us seems impossible at this point in the transition, but humanity has navigated 

transitions before, often painfully. This time, we can act deliberately and decisively to create a 

better future. By aligning capital with the SDGs and climate action, by creating conditions for 

enterprise and innovation everywhere, and by recommitting to the planets and people’s good, 

we can forge a new era, one that is more secure, sustainable, and superior to the past. 

Poised at the beginning of a journey with infinite potential, this is the challenge of our times and 

also our greatest opportunity - to turn the age of growing disorder into the age of solutions, and 

to deliver the largest mobilisation in human history for the benefit of all. 

Ketan Patel 

Chairman, Force for Good 
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