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6. Conclusion  

 

It is time to pause and reconsider the path the world is on. The world is shifting from polycrisis to 

metacrisis as the transition to the Information Age exposes systemic fragilities and leadership 

shortfalls. Existing financial and trading systems, designed after the Second World War, entrench 

inequality and fail to mobilise capital at scale, leaving a US$17–19 trillion annual SDG gap. The World 

Investment Plan reframes needs as US$125 trillion of investable assets to 2035 and a total of US$208 

trillion through 2050, combining development and climate goals. This is a historic opportunity to reap 

not just financial returns, but also natural and social returns, which are much needed the worldover. 

Unlocking this requires systemic shifts which are within the wit of man. With solutions framed as 

investable assets, capital markets can trigger a global investment boom. 

 

The World Beyond Polycrisis to Metacrisis 

The global system is in transition. Political extremes on the right and left see only scarcity, whether 

through protectionist tariffs and national advantage, or calls to reduce consumption and rebase living 

standards to earlier decades. Neither extreme recognises the scientific, technological, commercial, 

and financial genius of mankind, now standing at the brink of breakthroughs that promise a future 

beyond the wildest dreams of science fiction. Humanity is entering the Information Age, where real-

time connectivity, pervasive data, and exponential technologies can reshape economies and societies 

at scale. The challenge is not one of imagination but of mobilisation, coordination, and the systemic 

reorientation of capital. 

This report sets out to address five interrelated questions: The central challenge of the transition is 

fivefold: how to level up opportunity worldwide by addressing development and climate challenges; 

how to galvanise capital into profitable endeavours that generate a positive global impact; how 

to trigger a broad-based investment boom capable of delivering a more secure, sustainable, and 

superior outcome; how to transform global risk-return dynamics through a new compact, a “Bretton 

Woods for the 21st century”; and how to reframe returns to capital so that they measure not only 

financial performance but also the value of nature, stability, security, and resilience. Together, these 
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define the contours of a transition agenda and the roadmap to a system capable of delivering a 

stable, equitable, and sustainable Information Age. 

The Current System of Capital Cannot Serve the Transition as Designed 

The global capital system is not designed to serve the world; it is designed to serve those who own 

capital. The industrial model of capitalism accrues value to asset holders, and the scale is 

unprecedented: global wealth now exceeds US$653 trillion, of which US$433 trillion is liquid. Yet most 

of this wealth is misaligned with the SDGs, concentrated in the Global North, and managed for short-

term returns. Inequality is stark: the top 10% own 76% of wealth while the bottom 50% own just 2%. 

Since 2020, 165 million people have fallen into poverty, and shocks from war, trade disputes, 

migration, debt, and inflation have eroded value disproportionately for non-asset owners. 

Economic, Political, Social and Environmental Inequality Has been Growing 

Economic, political, social and environmental inequality, measured by the SDGs is not being solved. 

Indeed, the SDG financing gap is far larger than previously estimated, now at US$17-19 trillion 

annually (13-15% of global GDP). Delays add US$1.2-2.8 trillion each year. Poverty is no longer 

confined to the Global South but rising in richer economies as well. In parallel, capital flows are 

shifting: the US share of global GDP has fallen by 14% since 1970, Europe by 7%, while China and 

emerging markets have grown their share. The current global system cannot manage development 

needs or sustain cooperative investment at scale without a new and radical re-imagining. 

The World Investment Plan Identifies the Assets to Protect and Build Towards a Superior Future 

The World Investment Plan reframes global development and climate needs as investable assets, 

engineered to spark a Big Bang in sustainable growth. Phase I (2026-2035) calls for US$123 trillion of 

investment - roughly equivalent to the world’s entire annual output in 2025, or nearly 90% of cumulative 

GDP across the decade - focused on levelling up the world by delivering the SDGs. Phase II (2036-2050) 

adds US$85 trillion, about 3% of annual GDP, 

to protect against climate catastrophe and 

achieve net zero. In the tension between 

development and climate lies populism, which 

has rallied against climate action; the case for 

prioritising Phase I is therefore compelling. 

Meeting basic needs in food, water, health, 

education, and energy is a prerequisite for any durable climate strategy, generating multipliers, 

healthier populations, stronger economies, deeper markets. that enable the mobilisation required for 

Phase II. Together, these streams provide the foundation for a secure, sustainable, and superior future. 

Systemic and Strategic Shifts Force Change 

Unlocking the potential of a global transition requires five strategic shifts. First, accounting frameworks 

must evolve to properly value natural and social assets, embedding nature-based accounting and 

internalising externalities so profitability reflects true systemic impact. Second, policy environments 

must be shaped to create prosperity-conducive conditions, ensuring rule of law, transparent 

governance, and credible national blueprints that channel capital toward development rather than 

We cannot lose our confidence as 

mankind, and fight over small numbers 

and small differences between us, while 

we stand on the brink of infinite potential 

given our accelerating scientific and 

technological breakthroughs  
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speculation. Third, markets must be transformed through new compacts for universal economic and 

technological progress. Fourth, global solutions must be deployed, from AI-enabled digital inclusion to 

renewable platforms, coordinated at scale to generate multiplier effects. Finally, the world must 

embrace the transition, accelerating investment in critical assets while penalising destructive 

behaviours, since delay only increases costs and risks locking the world into catastrophic path. 

Finance and Technology are Two Critical Levers of Change 

Despite these headwinds, reform is financially feasible. The world commands US$245-260 trillion in 

capital markets across equity and debt. Redirecting even a fraction could close 90% of the SDG 

financing gap if coordinated through global solutions. Technology is a force multiplier: it can address 

an estimated 40% of the SDGs directly, while driving the productivity gains of the next era. On the 

other side of the information revolution lies a tenfold increase in global GDP potential.  

Engineering an Economic Global Compact 

To deliver these shifts requires a new global framework: an International Economic Compact for the 

Global Transition. Unlike past declarations, it must create the mechanisms for universal finance, 

governance, and technology transfer. Advanced economies have many of the solutions and capital, 

while developing countries also have solutions, they have huge potential markets which can be 

unlocked if they commit to creating investable conditions. The gating item of risk differentials and 

systems of enterprise must be tackled so that capital can flow, without it, the world will lose money 

and become embroiled in further economic crises in richer countries too.  The private sector must be 

engaged from inception, ensuring flows of private capital complement public funding. Like Bretton 

Woods in 1944, disruption creates urgency. Then, the devastation of war forced leaders to reimagine 

the system. Today, climate change, inequality, and geopolitical fragmentation create parallel existential 

risks. Without a compact, fragmented initiatives will fail to mobilise at scale, frittering away the 

opportunity for a historic investment boom. 

Creating a Technology Execution Compact 

Technology is both the greatest enabler and brings the highest risk. It can accelerate inclusion, 

resilience, and prosperity, but also entrench inequality and dependency. Universal governance 

mechanisms are needed to democratise access, embed fairness into technology transfers and create 
conditions for affordable access to relevant technologies, and establish standards for data 

rights, digital trade, and AI ethics. The Technology Execution Compact must establish binding global 

principles that prevent “tech colonisation” by tech corporations and advanced tech economies. It 

must ensure interoperability of systems, fair contracting, and meaningful data sovereignty for citizens 

and states. Competition should spur innovation, allowing outsized returns for audacious risk-taking 

while embedding safeguards against abuse. By integrating the governance of technology into the 

broader transition architecture, humanity can ensure that innovation remains a driver of equity and 

prosperity rather than division. 

Solutions are the Catalyst for a Global Big Bang 

The trigger for a global Big Bang in investment is not capital waiting to be deployed, but compelling 

solutions waiting to be scaled. History shows that capital chases opportunity; when solutions are clear, 

profitable, and aligned with human and planetary needs, investment follows with intensity. The World 
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Investment Plan therefore starts with solution-owners, governments, innovators, and enterprises, 

who must frame education, health, climate, and infrastructure projects as investable assets. These 

assets become the spark that ignites investor confidence, creating the first momentum for systemic 

change. Without solutions structured for scale and impact, no surge of capital will materialise. 

Markets Unleash the Boom 

Following solutions into global markets, capital markets supply the liquidity that sparks a Big Bang. 

Capital markets transform investable projects into large-scale opportunities, pooling smaller assets 

into regional and thematic vehicles that attract institutional investors. Different asset classes, 

sovereign bonds, equities, private credit, infrastructure, channel trillions when risk-return profiles are 

structured appropriately. Public capital plays the catalytic role, taking first-loss positions and reducing 

volatility premia, while systemic pricing of carbon, biodiversity, and other externalities rewires 

profitability toward sustainability. In this way, markets do not create solutions but magnify them, 

unleashing a boom of capital flows that can build the assets humanity urgently needs. 

This transition is a powerful force that will break the power structures of the past, and is already doing 

so. Success comes not from resisting that change but managing it, which requires unlocking the 

extraordinary potential of human ingenuity to create infinite progress. Implementing that requires not 

only vision, but the hard work of mobilising the solutions, technology, capital, governance needed to 

enable it. This is our chance to turn this world changing transition into renaissance, to engineer not 

just survival but a superior era of human flourishing, secure, sustainable, and shared by all. 
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